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SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Ignite! & Bible Classes:  9:15 a.m. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
ON THIS HOLY NIGHT! 

 

May you experience the assurance that Jesus, 
whose first earthly home was a stable, is at home in your heart. 

 

http://www.holytrinity-lc.org/


TO OUR VISITORS:  We are delighted that you have joined us tonight.   
 We pray that the service blesses you and invite you to worship with us 
 again. If you are seeking a church family or would like to know more 
 about Holy Trinity, please contact the Church Office at (270) 843-9595.  
 We are here to serve you. Please be sure to provide us with your address 
 and phone number so that we might extend a special welcome. 
 
 
 
CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: 

 Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 
house. All are welcome. 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 
going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the pastor, deacons, 
readers, acolytes, choir, etc. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior 
by copying you. 

 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 
come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me.” 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 
they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they 
are at home in this house of worship. 

 
 
 
A NURSERY is available for infants up to children starting Kindergarten. Exit the 

 sanctuary to the rear, and follow the hallway to the left, then turn at the first 
 hallway to the right. Parents are welcome to worship with their children, but 
 please use the nursery as needed. If you have any questions regarding the 
 nursery please contact Laurie Seavey at (270) 991-1172. 
 
 
 
TO THE MEMBERS OF HOLY TRINITY:  The presence of children is a gift to the 

 church and they are a reminder that our church is growing. Please welcome all 
 children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
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WORSHIP BAGS for our young worshipers are located in the Narthex.   

 Please use these as needed during worship. 
 
 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
December 24, 2021 

 
 
 

QUIET OUR HEARTS TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 
 

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:14a) 
Christ did it all for demoted, devalued and dismissed people. 

He did it all for us! 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Silence/Turn Off your cell phone 
 as you come into the Sanctuary to worship the Lord. While you are 
 silencing your phone, we also encourage you to ‘check in’ on Facebook 
 that you are with us today.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

THE PRELUDE       Judy Owens 
“On Christmas Night The Angels Sang” 
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A WORD OF WELCOME 
 
 
 

THE OPENING CAROL      L.S.B. #379 

"O, Come, All Ye Faithful" 
John F. Wade 

 

1.  O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
Come and behold Him, 

Born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 
 

2.  Highest, most holy, 
Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! 
 

Refrain 
 
 

3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 

In the highest: 
 

Refrain 
 



THE CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION 
(From 2 Corinthians 13:14 and John 1:1–18) 

 
 

Liturgist: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 
 
Liturgist: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
People: He was with God in the beginning. 
 
Liturgist: Through him all things were made. 
People: Without him nothing was made that has been made. 
 
Liturgist: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has 

not overcome it. 
 
Liturgist: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
 
Liturgist: Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People: From his fullness we have all received grace upon 

grace. 
 
Liturgist:  The Law was given through Moses. 
All:  Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! 
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THE CAROL        L.S.B. #384 
 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
Aurelius Prudentius Clemens 

 

1.  Of the Father’s love begotten 
Ere the words began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see 

Evermore and evermore. 
 
 

5.  Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory 

Evermore and evermore. 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
 

Liturgist: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Liturgist: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 
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THE HYMN         L.S.B. #365 
 

“Away In A Manger” 
William J. Kirkpatrick 

 

1.  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
 

3.  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Liturgist: Let us pray. O God, because you once caused this holy night  

to shine with the brightness of the true Light, grant that we who 
have known the mystery of that Light here on earth may come to 
the full measure of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS ARE ABOUT 
GOD DWELLING WITH US IN CHRIST 

 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING    Isaiah 7:11-14 
 

 Reader: The Old Testament Reading is from the 7th chapter  
   of Isaiah. 
 
 
11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 And he 
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 
weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

THE CAROL        L.S.B. #361  

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Phillips Brooks & Lewis H. Redner 

 

1.  O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

 
(CONTINUED) 

(9) 
 



4.  O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
 
 
 

THE EPISTLE READING    Colossians 1:15-20 
 

Reader: The Epistle Reading is from the 1st chapter  
  of Colossians. 

 
 
15 He [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For 
by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of 
his cross. 
 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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THE CAROL        L.S.B. #370  
 

"What Child Is This" 
William C. Dix 

 

1.  What Child is this, Who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

 
 

2.  Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL READING    John 1:14-18 
 

Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore 
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the 
only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
 
 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

THE CAROL        L.S.B. #387 
 

“Joy To The World" 
Isaac Watts & George F. Handel 

 

1.  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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4.  He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 
 
 

A CONFESSION OF WHAT WE BELIEVE – A Christmas Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, who sent his Son as my Savior on Christmas. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
announced by the angels, worshipped by the shepherds, 
and adored by the wise men; who lived to suffer, die, and 
rise again to free me from sin, death, and the power of the 
devil. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in 
the Christ of Christmas and by whose work in my heart I 
am led to lay before the feet of Christ the treasures of my 
love and live under him as my King both now and 
forevermore. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE GATHERING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
 
 

(13) 

 



THE OFFERTORY       Judy Owens 

"Joseph Dear, Joseph Mine" 
 
 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
 

Liturgist:  Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you for your 
Word that spoke creation into existence. 

People: Your Word directed, controlled and shaped every event 
in the Old Testament. 

 
Liturgist: Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you that 

your Word became flesh. 
People: The creative, powerful and enduring Word became one 

of us. 
 
Liturgist: To bear our sin and be our Savior. 
People: Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you 

that your Word became flesh and dwelt. 
 

Liturgist: He “pitched his tent.” He “moved into our neighborhood.” 
People: He came down. Lowered himself. And he did it with 

great love. 
 
Liturgist: Merciful and mighty Father, we thank and praise you that 

your Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People: Us! 
 
Liturgist: Not just the high and the mighty. 
People: Not just the kings and the queen 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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Liturgist: Not just the preferred, the pretty, the polished and the 
perfect. 

People: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us!” 
 
Liturgist: Us! 
All:  Hallelujah! 
 
Liturgist: Hear us, merciful and mighty Father, as we pray the prayer 

our Savior taught us … 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 

 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

THE CAROL        L.S.B. #374 

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
Joseph Simpson Cook 

 

1.  Gentle Mary laid her child 
Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 
To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 
Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 
Who have found His favor. 

(CONTINUED) 
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2.  Angels sang about His birth, 
Wise Men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, 

All the hills were ringing. 
 
 

3.  Gentle Mary laid her child 
Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 
But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 
Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 
Hail the King of glory! 

 
 
 
 

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE     Pastor Press 
 

The Word Became Flesh: John 1:1–18 
“The Word Dwelt Among Us” 

Text:  John 1:14a 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
As we light our candles, we remember and worship our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, God’s light of love. 

 
 

Pastor: "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the 
LORD rises upon you.” (Isaiah 60:1) “When Jesus spoke 
again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.’" (John 8:12) “For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
of light, for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:8-9). “In the same way, 
let your light shine before people, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 

5:16) 

People: May these candles serve to help us celebrate the Light 
of the world, Jesus our Savior. Amen! 

 
 
 
 

THE CAROL        L.S.B. #363 
 

"Silent Night, Holy Night" 
Joseph Mohr & Franz Gruber 

 
 

1.  Silent night!  Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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2.  Silent night!  Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
 

3.  Silent night!  Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
 
 
 

THE BENEDICTION (Based upon John 20:31) 
 

Pastor: John writes his gospel so that we may believe. 
People: That Jesus is the Christ— 
 
Pastor: The Son of God. 
People: And that by believing we may have life in his name. 
 
Pastor: Go forth in his name—Father, Son and Holy Spirit— 

for in his name you have life. 
People: Abundant life. 
 
Pastor: Joyful life. 
People: Eternal life. 
 
All:  Amen! 

 



THE CAROL      L.S.B. #368 
 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 
Edward S. Barnes 

 

1.  Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
Glo-------ria in excelsis Deo. 
Glo-------ria in excelsis Deo. 

 
 

2.  Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Glo-------ria in excelsis Deo. 
Glo-------ria in excelsis Deo. 

 
 

3.  Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Glo-------ria in excelsis Deo. 
Glo-------ria in excelsis Deo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(19) 

 



SILENT PRAYER: 
 

Father, burn these words upon my heart forever—“The 
Word became flesh and dwelt (and still dwells!) among us!” 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE POSTLUDE      Judy Owens 
“Dulci Jubilo” 

 
 
 
 

+ +   OUR WORSHIP CONTINUES IN OUR DAILY SERVICE   + + 
 
 
 
 

For Christmas Day: Read John 1:1–18, again. 
 

Review what you have learned from each sermon in this series: 

 “You Have My Word” (John 1:1–5) 

 “A Man Named John” (John 1:6–9, 15) 

 “Chosen Children” (John 1:10–13) 

 “The Word Dwelt Among Us” (John 1:14a) 
 

The sermon on Christmas Day is from John 1:14b, “We have 
seen his glory.” Where do you see Jesus? When do you see 
Jesus? 
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STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Toopes  toopes57@gmail.com 

      Phone #870-672-2117 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Mark Press  press@csp.edu 

      Phone #651-788-6940 
 

Director of School Ministry:  Mr. Bill Hiskey bhiskey@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Director of Christian Education:  

Mr. Jonah Kaufmann    jkaufmann@htlc-bg.org 
      Phone #270-843-9595 

Deacon: Mike Bryant    lutheransound@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-5495 
Co-Choir Directors:  Beth Markel   beth@themarkelfamily.com 

Amy Wieting   awieting@ix.netcom.com 
Organists:  Judy Owens    judyowens264@yahoo.com 

   and Beth Markel 
Minister of Int’l Outreach:  Nelson Feliciano impactodegraciabg@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-9432 
HTLS Preschool Director:  Gretchen Bugsch gbugsch@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Secretaries: Dionne Milam (church)  dmilam@htlc-bg.org 

Jennifer Whittamore (school)  school.admin@htlc-bg.org 
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Saturday, December 25 
 

Christmas Day Worship (C) 
10:00 a.m. 

 
Christmas Day Worship (C) 

at Smiths Grove site 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve Service - C 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Zion New Year’s Eve Worship (FH) 
10:30pm-1:00am 

 

 
 

NOTE:  Events are at Bowling Green site unless noted otherwise. 
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This Night A Wondrous Revelation 
Caspar F. Nachtenhofer 

 
 

This night a wondrous revelation 
Makes known to me God’s love and grace; 

The Child that merits adoration 
Brings light to our benighted race; 

And though a thousand suns did shine, 
Still brighter were that Light divine. 

 
 

The Sun of Grace for thee is beaming; 
Rejoice, my soul, in Jesus’ birth! 

The light from yonder manger streaming 
Sends forth its rays o’er all the earth. 

It drives the night of sin away 
And turns our darkness into day. 

 
 

This Light, which all Thy gloom can banish, 
The bliss of heaven glorifies; 

When sun and moon and stars shall vanish, 
Its rays shall still illume the skies. 

This Light thro’ all eternity 
Thy heav’n and all to Thee shall be. 

 
 

O Jesus, precious Sun of gladness, 
Fill Thou my soul with light, I pray. 
Dispel the gloomy night of sadness 

And teach Thou me this Christmas Day 
How I a child of Light may be, 

Aglow with Light that comes from Thee. 
 

 
 


