
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 
553 Ashmoor Avenue 

Bowling Green, KY 42101 

Office # (270) 843-9595  Fax # (270) 843-7466 
 
 

www.holytrinity-lc.org 
The Sermons are archived on our website. 

Check it out if you want to revisit the message. 
 
 

WORSHIP:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Transformation Station & Bible Classes:  9:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Amid these busy days, we pause for worship 

and to remember the heart of this season. 
 
 

http://www.holytrinity-lc.org/


TO OUR VISITORS:  We are delighted that you have joined us today.   
 We pray that the service blesses you and invite you to worship with us 
 again.  If you are seeking a church family or would like to know more 
 about Holy Trinity, please contact the Church Office at (270) 843-9595.  
 We are here to serve you.  Please be sure to provide us with your address 
 and phone number so that we might extend a special welcome. 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: 

 Relax!  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 
house.  All are welcome 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 
going on at the altar.  They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the pastor, deacons, 
readers, acolytes, choir, etc. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses.  Children learn liturgical behavior 
by copying you. 

 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 
come back.  As Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me.” 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 
they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another.  Let them know that they 
are at home in this house of worship. 

 
 
 

A NURSERY is available for infants up to children starting Kindergarten.  It is staffed 
 from 7:45 to 11:45 a.m.  Exit the sanctuary to the rear, and follow the hallway  
 to the left, then turn at the first hall way to the right.  Parents are welcome  
 to worship with their children, but please use the nursery as needed.  If you  
 have any questions regarding the nursery please contact Laurie Seavey  
 at (270) 991-1172. 

 NOTE:  There is also a “nursing/cry room” just before the hallway to the nursery. 
 
 
 

TO THE MEMBERS OF HOLY TRINITY:  The presence of children is a gift to the 
 church and they are a reminder that our church is growing.  Please welcome  
 all children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
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WORSHIP BAGS for our young worshipers are located in the Narthex.   

 Please use these as needed during worship. 
 
 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 
 
 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
DECEMBER 22, 2019 

 
 
 

Jesus, your earthly parents were ordinary people 
who accepted God’s call upon their lives. 

Help us do the same. 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Silence/Turn Off your cell phone 
 as you come into the Sanctuary to worship the Lord. While you are 
 silencing your phone, we also encourage you to ‘check in’ on Facebook 
 that you are with us today.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 
 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
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THE OPENING HYMN       L.S.B #383 
“A Great and Mighty Wonder” 

 
 
 
 

THE INVOCATION     L.S.B. Page 151 
 
 Liturgist: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
   Spirit.     Matthew 28:19b [18:20] 

 People: Amen. 
 
 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
 Liturgist: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
   truth is not in us.  

 People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

   will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

   unrighteousness.     1 John 1:8 & 9 

 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
 

 Liturgist: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

   sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

   thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

   what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

   our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

   ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

   punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

   have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

   that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

   to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

(3) 
 
 



THE ABSOLUTION 
 

 Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us 
   and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
   ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
   announce the forgiveness of all our sins in the name of the 
   Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23 

 People: Amen. 
 
 
 

INTROIT/PSALM   Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 
 
 

 Liturgist: Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 People: that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
 

 Liturgist: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

 People: and in his word I hope; 
 

 Liturgist: my soul waits for the LORD more than watchmen for  
   the morning, 

 People: more than watchmen for the morning. 
 

 Liturgist: O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is 
   steadfast love, 

 People: and with him is plentiful redemption. 
 

 Liturgist: And he will redeem Israel 

 People: from all his iniquities. 
 

 Liturgist: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 People: and to the Holy Spirit; 
 

 Liturgist: as it was in the beginning, 

 People: is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 Liturgist: Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 People: that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE      L.S.B. #350 

“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” 
Johann Gottfried Olearius 

 
 

Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 

Only hope for sinful mortals! 

Come, O Savior of the world! 

Open are to Thee all portals. 

Come, Thy beauty let us see; 

Anxiously we wait for Thee. 
 
 

Enter now my waiting heart, 

Glorious King and Lord most holy. 

Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 

Though I am but poor and lowly. 

Ah, what riches will be mine 

When Thou art my guest divine! 
 
 
 
 

THE COLLECT 

 
 Liturgist: The Lord be with you.    2 Timothy 4:22 

 People: And also with you. 
 

Liturgist: Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help 
us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 

(5) 
 
 



FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING    Isaiah 7:10-17 
 

 Reader: The Old Testament Reading is from the 7th chapter of 
   Isaiah. 
 
 
10 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 
11 

“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 

12 
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 

put the LORD to the test.” 
13 

And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 

14 
Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. 

15 
He shall eat curds and honey when he knows 

how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16 

For before the boy knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be 
deserted. 

17 
The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your 

father's house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed 
from Judah—the king of Assyria!” 
 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

THE EPISTLE READING     Romans 1:1-7 
 

Reader: The Epistle Reading is from the 1st chapter of Romans. 
 
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 

2 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

Scriptures, 
3 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to 

the flesh 
4 
and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 

obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6 
including you 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 
7 
To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

THE CHORAL ANTHEM     Sanctuary Praise Choir 
“Advent Processional” 

 
 
 

 
Please Stand For 

THE HOLY GOSPEL      Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,  
  the 1st chapter. 

 
 
18 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 

19 
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 

unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20 

But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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21 
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” 
22 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: 
 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

 

(which means, God with us). 
24 

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 

25 
but knew her not until she 

had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Pastor Press 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED     L.S.B. Page 159 
 

 All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

  earth.   
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was 

  conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

  under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

  descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

  dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

  God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

  the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 

  communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

  of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE GATHERING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
 
 
 

THE OFFERTORY      L.S.B. Page 192 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, 

And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 

And uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

 Please continue to pray for the people listed on the bulletin insert, as well 
 as for their families and friends.  
 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SERMON HYMN       L.S.B #357 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
(Verses 1, 5, 6, & 7) 

 
 
 
 

THE SERMON       Pastor Press 

“Sign of Signs, the King of Kings” 

Text:  Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 
 
 

THE BENEDICTION (Amen response is sung by all.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN       L.S.B. #389 
"Let All Together Praise Our God” 

 
 
 
 

THE CLOSING WORDS 
 
 Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

 People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 
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THE POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from the Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000014332. 

 
 
 
 

+ +   OUR WORSHIP CONTINUES IN OUR DAILY SERVICE   + + 
 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Toopes  toopes57@gmail.com 

      Phone #870-672-2117 

Associate Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Mark Press   press@csp.edu 
      Phone #651-788-6940 
 

Director of School Ministry:  Mr. Bill Hiskey bhiskey@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 

Deacons: Mike Bryant    lutheransound@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-5495 
  Mike Case    michaelcase398@yahoo.com 
       Phone #270-790-9283 
 

Co-Choir Directors:  Beth Markel   beth@themarkelfamily.com 
Amy Wieting   awieting@ix.netcom.com 

Organists:  Judy Owens    judyowens264@yahoo.com 
and Beth Markel 

Children’s Ministry Team Director:  Marty King marty.king6@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-779-4000 

Youth Director:  Lindsay Owens   lindsayowens573@yahoo.com 
       Phone #270-253-2506 

HTLS Preschool Director:  Gretchen Bugsch gbugsch@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 

Secretaries: Dionne Milam (church)  dmilam@htlc-bg.org 
Jennifer Whittamore (school)  school.admin@htlc-bg.org 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Transformation Station:  (ages 2 – 6th grade) 

Each week begins with opening time at 9:15 a.m. in the TS opening room. 

Visitors and new attendees are welcome any time! 

 

This week:  12/22:  Christmas Party 

 

12/29:  No Transformation Station 

Pastor Press will have a Family Bible Class 

 
 
 

YOUTH CLASSES: 
Junior & Senior High (Grades 7 - 12) – EO-201 

 
 
 

ADULT CLASSES: 
Next Week’s Bible Readings (EO–110) – led by David King 

Studying the Bible Readings of the church year 
 

Pastor’s Bible Class (FH) – led by Pastor Toopes and Pastor Press 
We are studying the book of 2 Corinthians 

 
 
 
 

SERVING THIS WEEK 
8:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Greeters:  Jeff & Hilary Eversoll Ed & Janell Adams 
Readers:  Hilary Eversoll  Bobbi Wiebbecke 
Acolytes:  Ericka Huerta  Kylee Jo Linhardt 
A/V Assistant: Mckenzie Eversoll  Zach Schmaltz/Johnie Trent 
Nursery Attendant all morning:  Breanna Moser 

 

Acolyte for Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 p.m.: Lucy Veith 
Acolyte for Christmas Day Service at 10:00 a.m.: Emma Walters 
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OUR CHURCH ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
The Church At Study 99  The Church at Worship 292 

Advent Worship  80 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

 Dec  22 Doris Deuth   22 Mark Crothers 
  22 Kaiah Kirk   23 Keven Neff 
  23 Tamara Kahler  23 A.J. Zirbel 

  24 Richard Guth   25 Jesus Christ 
  26 Barry Moore   26 Ellie Hiskey 
  27 Mike Case   28 Makayla Ramsey 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 
   Dec 27 Dale & Helen Wicklander 
     Ed & Janell Adams 

 
 
 
 

Next week's scripture readings are: 
THE OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 63:7-14 

THE EPISTLE:  Galatians 4:4-7 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 2:13-23 
 
 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
8:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Greeters:  Bart & Carol White  Corey & Megan Zirbel 
Readers:  Craig Praxl   David Jurgens 
Acolytes:  Keegan Unick  Ian Parsley 
A/V Assistant: Mckenzie Eversoll  Johnie Trent/Zach Schmaltz 
Nursery Attendant all morning:  Tina Hansen 

 

Acolyte for New Year’s Eve Service at 6:30 p.m.: Ella Payne 
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PARISH NOTES 
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to our worship service 

today.   
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Please submit announcements to the Church Office 
by Wednesdays by e-mailing, calling, or dropping a note in the offering 
plate on Sundays. 

 
 
 

IN THE HOSPITALS LAST WEEK WERE...Sue Woods & Marilyn 

Titschinger.  We pray the Great Physician will continue to bring healing 

and strength to Sue & Marilyn. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RECEIVING THE NEW LIFE OF GOD'S SPIRIT RECENTLY THROUGH 

THE WASHING OF HOLY BAPTISM WAS… 
 

Cason Tyler Hix - the son of Houston T. and Brittany L. Hix, and the brother of 
Harper.   
 

Harper Grace Hix - the daughter of Houston T. and Brittany L. Hix, and the 
sister of Cason.   
 

May the Lord bless and protect Cason and Harper 
and may their lives always show evidence of belonging to God. 
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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Special Envelopes - Our students have decorated envelopes and placed them 
in the pews for you to use if you would be willing to give a year-end donation to 
the School. You can place them in the offering plate or drop them off in the 
church or school offices. Extra envelopes are available in the School Office. 
Thank you for continuing to allow us to work toward our mission of sharing Christ 
with children and families. 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH EVENTS 
 

1.  Junior Confirmation Class - We meet on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the 
 Conference Room as part of FAITH Night.  We will NOT meet during 
 Advent.  Youth and their families are encouraged to attend the Christmas 
 services.  Contact Pastor Toopes if you have any questions.   
 

2.  Christmas Party – TODAY, December 22 during our Sunday School time.   
 
 
 
 

LWML NEWS 
 

1.  LWML Mite Box Collection is Next Sunday, December 29.  Please bring 
your mite boxes to church for the collection. 

 

2.  LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTERS meets on the 3
rd

 Tuesday of each 
month (January 21) in EO-202 at 1:00 p.m. Any questions, ask Tamara 
Kahler at (270) 618-8178. 

 

3.  HIS HELPING HANDS, our local LWML chapter, meets quarterly on 
Saturdays. ALL confirmed ladies of our congregation are welcome to 
attend our meetings! 
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2019 Advent Offerings 

Date Recipient Amount 

12/4 Salvation Army $738 

12/11 Benevolence Fund $448 
 
 
 
 

BOWLING GREEN NORTH/EAST OUTREACH GROUP: 
 

1.  BIBLE STUDY: Starting in January we will be studying 2 Corinthians 
beginning at 4:00 p.m. each Saturday. We will take a short break between 
Bible study and the service at 5:00 p.m.  

 

2.  You are invited to attend worship services of Holy Trinity's Smiths Grove site 

every Saturday at 5:00 p.m. at the First Christian Church in Smiths Grove 
(427 College St, corner of 5th). 
     Our prayer is that this new worship site will enable the Word to have 
impact on more people in the surrounding community. Your prayers and 
your support are vital to this outreach ministry. 
     The van will leave the parking lot at Holy Trinity each week at 4:00 p.m. 
for anyone who would like a ride. 

 
 
 
 

POSTPONED 
 

1.  The GULPS Christmas Potluck has been postponed.  Watch for further 
updates. 

 

2.  The Koinonia Group that meets the third Saturday of the month will NOT 
meet again until January 2020, depending on interest. Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are busy times and everyone either has company, is company, 
or is getting ready for company.  Plus, Santa Tim is almost booked solid 
for November and December. 
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LUTHERAN WITNESS MAGAZINE 
 
The Lutheran Witness magazine is now available free on the World Wide Web 
from our LC-MS website. You can access the magazine in at least three ways: 
 

1.  Simply Google Lutheran Witness 

2.  Go to the synod webpage:  www.lcms.org and click on Lutheran Witness 
3.  Go directly to the magazine at:  www.lcms.org/pages/witness/asp 
 
If you would like to receive your personal copy of the magazine by regular mail 
you may do so. Just provide a check made out to HTLC with “Lutheran Witness” 

on the memo line in an envelope marked Lutheran Witness and put it in the 
collection plate or mail it to the church office.   
 

The cost for this publication is $15.00. 
 
The deadline to contact the office is Wednesday, January 22, 2020. 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT MITTENS AND MORE:  Thank you so very much to all the generous 
people of this congregation and school.  Because of you we were able to donate 
478 items to five different shelters around town.  These items included: 
 

Hats    Gloves & mittens  Scarves 
Long johns   Socks    Underwear 
Shirts    Boots    Robe 
Pants    Pajamas   Headbands 
Blankets 

 
I took several boxes of goodies to H.O.T.E.L., I.N.C., B.R.A.S.S., The Salvation 
Army, Room In The Inn, and Ms. Annie’s Place (Housing Authority).  Your 
kindness and support will help others get through these cold months to come.  
Again, thank you and may God continue to touch your hearts in many ways to 
help others around you. 
 

Deanna Boddeker 
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Sunday, December 22 

Worship Services 
at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Youth Christmas Party 
at 9:15 a.m. 

 
 
 

Tuesday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Worship 
(Geared toward 

children….of all ages) 
5:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Worship 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Zion Pentecostal Church 
10:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

Wednesday, December 25 

Christmas Day Worship - C 
at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Zion Pentecostal Church 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, December 28 

Worship at Smiths Grove -C 
at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Sunday, December 29 

Worship Services - C 
at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
(NO TS Classes) 

 

Family Bible Class 
at 9:15 a.m. 

 
 
 

Tuesday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve Service - C 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Zion Pentecostal Church 
10:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (Calendar posted here) 
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