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WELCOME TO ADVENT WORSHIP 

We gather in hope as we await the coming Messiah. 
 

http://www.holytrinity-lc.org/


TO OUR VISITORS:  We are delighted that you have joined us tonight.   

 We pray that the service blesses you and invite you to worship with us 
 again.  If you are seeking a church family or would like to know more 
 about Holy Trinity, please contact the Church Office at (270) 843-9595.  
 We are here to serve you.  Please be sure to provide us with your address 
 and phone number so that we might extend a special welcome. 
 
 
 
CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: 

 Relax!  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 
house.  All are welcome 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 
going on at the altar.  They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the pastor, deacons, 
readers, acolytes, choir, etc. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses.  Children learn liturgical behavior 
by copying you. 

 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 
come back.  As Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me.” 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 
they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another.  Let them know that 
they are at home in this house of worship. 

 
 
 
A NURSERY is available for infants up to children starting Kindergarten.  Exit the 

 sanctuary to the rear, and follow the hallway to the left, then turn at the first 
 hallway to the right.  Parents are welcome to worship with their children, but 
 please use the nursery as needed.  If you have any questions regarding the 
 nursery please contact Laurie Seavey at (270) 991-1172. 
 
 
 
TO THE MEMBERS OF HOLY TRINITY:  The presence of children is a gift to the 

 church and they are a reminder that our church is growing.  Please welcome all 
 children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 

(1) 

 



WORSHIP BAGS for our young worshipers are located in the Narthex.   

 Please use these as needed during worship. 
 
 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 
 
 
 
 

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE 
December 1, 2021 

 
 
 

With expectant and joyous hearts,  
let us prepare ourselves to celebrate the coming of Christ. 

 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Silence/Turn Off your cell phone 
 as you come into the Sanctuary to worship the Lord. While you are 
 silencing your phone, we also encourage you to ‘check in’ on Facebook 
 that you are with us today.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 
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Please stand for 

THE OPENING HYMN       L.S.B. #331 
 

"The Advent of Our King" 
(Verses 1-4) 

 
 
 
 

THE INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
     (from 2 Corinthians 13:14 and John 1:1-18) 

 
Liturgist: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 

Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen. 
 
Liturgist: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
People: He was with God in the beginning. 

 
Liturgist: Through him all things were made. 
People: Without him nothing was made that has been made. 
 
Liturgist: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has 

not overcome it. 
Liturgist: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
 
Liturgist: Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People: From his fullness we have all received grace upon 

grace. 
 
Liturgist: The Law was given through Moses.  
All:  Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Liturgist: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Liturgist: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE      L.S.B. #331 
 

“The Advent of Our King" 
(Verses 5 & 6) 
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THE COLLECT 
 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you.     2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
 

Liturgist: Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by 
your protection we may be rescued from the threatening 
perils of our sins and saved by your mighty deliverance; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS – From and About 
GOD’S POWERFUL WORD 

 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING    Genesis 1:1-5 
 

 Reader: The Old Testament Reading is from the 1st chapter  
   of Genesis. 
 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 
light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
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THE EPISTLE READING      Hebrews 1:1-3 
 

 Reader: The Epistle Reading is from the 1st chapter of Hebrews. 
 
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is 
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high… 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

Please Stand For 

THE HOLY GOSPEL      John 1:1-5 
 

Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st   
  chapter. 

 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED     L.S.B. Page 159 
 

 All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven  
  and earth.   

 
  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
  conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
  under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from  
  the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
  of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
  the living and the dead. 

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   Jonah Kaufmann, D.C.E. 
 
 
 
 

THE GATHERING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 Our offerings will go to the various missionaries that we currently support. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, hear us as we praise you for the beauty 
and power of your Word. “Not one word of all the good 
promises that the LORD made has failed.” (Joshua 21:45) 

People: Your Word is trustworthy and true. 

 
Pastor: “Grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of our 

God stands forever.”    (Isaiah 40:8) 
People: Your Word endures forevermore. 

 
Pastor: “My Word will not return to me empty.”  (Isaiah 55:11) 
People: Your Word works, always doing what it says. 
 
Pastor: “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 

(Psalm 119:105) 

People: Your Word shines in the darkness. 

 
Pastor: And the darkness will never overcome it! 
 

+ Additional Prayers + 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we will slow down and take a deep breath. 
There is no need to panic. 

People: All things are working for our good and your glory. 
 
Pastor: We know because we have your Word! 
People: And his name is Jesus! 
 
Pastor:  In his name we pray. 
All:  Amen. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 

 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE SERMON HYMN       L.S.B. #540 
 

"Christ, the Word of God Incarnate" 
 
 
 
 

THE SERMON       Pastor Press 
The Word Became Flesh:  John 1:1-18 

“You Have My Word!” 
Text:  John 1:1-5 

 
 
 
 

THE BENEDICTION (Based upon John 20:31) 
 

Pastor: John writes his gospel so that we may believe. 
People: That Jesus is the Christ— 
 
Pastor: The Son of God. 
People: And that by believing we may have life in his name. 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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Pastor: Go forth in his name—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—for in his 
name you have life. 

People: Abundant life. 
 
Pastor: Joyful life. 
People: Eternal life. 
 
All:  Amen! 

 
 
 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN      L.S.B. #349 
 

"Hark the Glad Sound" 
 
 
 
 

Silent Prayer:  Father, because we have your Word, we will not fear the darkness,  

   for the light of your love shines on and on and on and on!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

THE POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from the Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000014332. 

 
 
 
 

+ +   OUR WORSHIP CONTINUES IN OUR DAILY SERVICE   + + 
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For next week:  Read John 1:6–9, 15 and answer these questions: 
 

1.  Jesus is God. John was sent by God. Jesus is the Light. John is a witness  
to the Light. Why do these verses describe John the Baptist so carefully?   

2.  John’s evangelism strategy is in John 1:15. What does he say about Jesus? 
How can this become your witness to Christ? 

3.  John the Baptist states his goal in John 3:30—“He [Jesus] must increase;  
I must decrease.” How does this summarize John 1:6–9, 15? 

 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Toopes  toopes57@gmail.com 

      Phone #870-672-2117 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Mark Press  press@csp.edu 

      Phone #651-788-6940 
 

Director of School Ministry:  Mr. Bill Hiskey bhiskey@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Director of Christian Education:  

Mr. Jonah Kaufmann    jkaufmann@htlc-bg.org 
      Phone #270-843-9595 

Deacon: Mike Bryant    lutheransound@gmail.com 

       Phone #270-791-5495 
Co-Choir Directors:  Beth Markel   beth@themarkelfamily.com 

Amy Wieting   awieting@ix.netcom.com 
Organists:  Judy Owens    judyowens264@yahoo.com 

   and Beth Markel 
Minister of Int’l Outreach:  Nelson Feliciano impactodegraciabg@gmail.com 

       Phone #270-791-9432 
HTLS Preschool Director:  Gretchen Bugsch gbugsch@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Secretaries: Dionne Milam (church)  dmilam@htlc-bg.org 

Jennifer Whittamore (school)  school.admin@htlc-bg.org 
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PARISH NOTES 
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to our worship service  

today.   
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Please submit announcements to the Church Office 

by Wednesdays by e-mailing, calling, or dropping a note in the offering 
plate on Sundays. 

 
 
 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY:  The latest update has been printed and is available  

in the Narthex.  We make a few bulk printings of the directory throughout 
the year, but there are consistent changes to the directory.   
 

So whenever you would like an updated copy please contact the Church 
Office.  We can provide it via e-mail or printed copy.   

  

Also, please remember to contact the office whenever you have a 
change in your contact information. 

 
 
 
 

PROJECT M & M 

“Mittens and More” 
 

Please keep this project in mind as you do your shopping.  Our Mitten Tree is set 
up in the Narthex.  
 

Your donations of mittens, gloves, scarves, socks, hats, even “long johns” (or 
anything that will help others keep warm in the winter) will be gathered up and 
donated to a shelter.  
 

We will collect items until Sunday, December 12.  If you have any questions 
please contact Deanna Boddeker at 270-791-4840 or boddekergang@aol.com 
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SMITHS GROVE OUTREACH 
 

1.  You are invited to attend worship services of Holy Trinity's Smiths Grove site 
every Saturday at 5:00 p.m. at the First Christian Church in Smiths Grove 
(427 College St, corner of 5th). Bible class is being held Saturday at 4:00 
p.m. 
     Our prayer is that this new worship site will enable the Word to have 
impact on more people in the surrounding community. Your prayers and 
your support are vital to this outreach ministry. 

 
2.  Planning Committee Meeting on Monday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Smiths Grove site. 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH WORK 
 

1.  BAKE SALE FUND-RAISER on Sunday, December 12 at 9:15 a.m.  This is 

 to raise funds for the National Youth Gathering.   
 

2.  High School Ablaze meets on Sundays at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside room. 
 

3..  Fuel With Friends meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in EO-110.   

Come enjoy some time with your friends before Confirmation Class. 
 

4.  JUNIOR CONFIRMATION CLASS - We usually meet on Wednesdays at  
 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room.  We will NOT meet through 
 Advent/Christmas. Youth and their parents are encouraged to attend our 
 midweek services. Contact Pastor Toopes if you have any questions. 
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28 Days of Advent Giving 
 

Holy Trinity will again be collecting food items for needy families and individuals 
to be distributed by the Salvation Army.  Twenty-Eight Days of Giving is an easy 
way to get your family (and/or yourself) not just thinking about giving during the 
Advent season, but acting on thankfulness for God’s blessings received during 
the past year. 
 
There are a few changes from last year.  We have extended the number of days 
to 28.  The food will be picked up after Christmas and used in the January time 
frame when not as many donations are received.   
 
The list of items to be provided is available on our Facebook page.  The dates of 
suggested collection are November 28 through December 25.   
 
The boxes can be returned any time after you have completed the collection, but 
we would like them all to be returned by Sunday, December 26 if at all possible. 
 
 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS 
 
1.  THRIVENT GIVING – if you are a member and have Action Team Funds  

to spend the school has several fund-raising events coming up.  (See the 
newsletter for details).  Please contact the School Office (270) 843-1001 if 
you have any questions on how to proceed to make the funds available. 

 
2.  Restaurant Fundraiser Event – Enjoy a meal and help out HTLS at the 

same time! Contact Alex Trabue at pto@htlc-bg.org for additional 
information. 

  Donato’s (Cave Mill Rd Location) – Tuesday, December 14 
 
3.  Christmas Break – Monday, December 20 through Friday, December 31.  Classes 

resume on Monday, January 3, 2022. 
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LWML NEWS 
 

1.  For more information about LWML, please contact Claudine Stirn at 
270-793-9991. 

 
2.  LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTERS 

The LWML quilters were pleased to donate thirteen quilts to Lutheran 
World Relief in 2021. Heartfelt thanks to Claudine and Dick Stirn, who 
have faithfully delivered the boxes of quilts to Nashville for years! 
 
We will not meet again until January 2022.  

 
 
 
 
 

SERMON NOTES 
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