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WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
ON THIS HOLY NIGHT! 

 

We, like Mary, treasure the news of our Savior’s birth 
 

http://www.holytrinity-lc.org/


TO OUR VISITORS:  We are delighted that you have joined us tonight.   
 We pray that the service blesses you and invite you to worship with us 
 again. If you are seeking a church family or would like to know more 
 about Holy Trinity, please contact the Church Office at (270) 843-9595.  
 We are here to serve you. Please be sure to provide us with your address 
 and phone number so that we might extend a special welcome. 
 
 
 
CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: 

 Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 
house. All are welcome 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 
going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the pastor, deacons, 
readers, acolytes, choir, etc. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior 
by copying you. 

 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 
come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me.” 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 
they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they 
are at home in this house of worship. 

 
 
 
A NURSERY is available for infants up to children starting Kindergarten. Exit the 

 sanctuary to the rear, and follow the hallway to the left, then turn at the first 
 hallway to the right. Parents are welcome to worship with their children, but 
 please use the nursery as needed. If you have any questions regarding the 
 nursery please contact Laurie Seavey at (270) 991-1172. 
 
 
 
TO THE MEMBERS OF HOLY TRINITY:  The presence of children is a gift to the 

 church and they are a reminder that our church is growing. Please welcome all 
 children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
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WORSHIP BAGS for our young worshipers are located in the Narthex.   

 Please use these as needed during worship. 
 
 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
December 24, 2020 

 
 
 

QUIET OUR HEARTS TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

“Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray.”  

(“Away in a Manger”) 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Silence/Turn Off your cell phone 
 as you come into the Sanctuary to worship the Lord. While you are 
 silencing your phone, we also encourage you to ‘check in’ on Facebook 
 that you are with us today.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
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A WORD OF WELCOME 
 
 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE OPENING HYMN      L.S.B. #379 
 

"O, Come, All Ye Faithful" 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 

Come and behold Him, born the king of angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 
 

Highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
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THE INVOCATION  
 

 Liturgist: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
   Spirit. 
 People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 Liturgist: We praise You, God the Father. 
 People: You loved the world so much that You sent Your only- 
   begotten Son to live in our midst, and clothed Him in 
   human flesh and blood. 
 
 Liturgist: We praise You, God the Son. 
 People: You came into this world to give Your life for us, that 
   we might have the gift of life. 
 
 Liturgist: We praise You, God the Holy Spirit. 
 People: Your presence among us and dwelling in us brings us 
   life and light. 
 

Liturgist: To a quiet village in the backwaters of the Roman Empire; 
to a small band of shepherds, tending their flocks, came an 
event that changed not only that time and that place but all 
of time and every place. 

People: "An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them." 

 
Liturgist: To calm those who are frightened and to prepare us to 

welcome so wondrous a gift as Emmanuel, God-with-us, 
People: the angel said to them, "Be not afraid; for behold, I bring 

you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 
people." 

(CONTINUED) 
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Liturgist: To infuse our hearts with joy and to open us to receive the 
grace that God showers into our lives, 

People: the angel said to them, "To you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." 

 
Liturgist: To give us directions to the One who is the Redeemer. 
People: the angel said to them, "This will be a sign for you: 

You will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger."  

 
Liturgist: To herald the Good News that God has entered human 

history and to announce the wonder of His love and mercy, 
People: suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 
whom He is pleased!" 

 
Liturgist: To us this night the angels come again to bring their 

message of hope, love, peace, and joy. God has opened His 
heart through Christ; may our hearts also be opened that we 
may glorify and bless His holy name. 

People: Thanks be to God! Christ the Savior is born! Alleluia! 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(6) 
 



THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS      L.S.B. #368 

"Angels We Have Heard on High" 
 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains. 

Glo.….ria, in excelsis Deo; 
Glo….ria, in excelsis Deo. 

 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Glo.….ria, in excelsis Deo; 
Glo….ria, in excelsis Deo. 

 
 
 
 

THE FIRST READING - PROPHECY 
 

Micah 5:2 & 4 
 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
 
4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth. 

(7) 
 



THE CAROL        L.S.B. #361  
 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Phillips Brooks & Lewis H. Redner 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 
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THE SECOND READING - PROPHECY 
 

Isaiah 11:1, 2, & 5 
 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and might, 
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 

5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

 
 
 
 

THE CAROL        L.S.B. #370  
 

"What Child Is This" 
William C. Dix 

 

What Child is this, Who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

 
 
 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
 
 
 

THE THIRD READING - PROPHECY 
 

Isaiah 9:2, 6, & 7 
 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone. 

 
 

6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
    and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
    there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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THE CAROL        L.S.B. #387 
 

“Joy To The World" 
Isaac Watts & George F. Handel 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 
 
 

THE FOURTH READING - FULFILLMENT 
 

John 1:1-4, 9-14 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. 
 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
 
 
 

THE FIFTH READING - FULFILLMENT 
 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 

 
 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
 

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

 
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
 

(12) 

 



THE CAROL          L.S.B. #380 
 

"Hark, The Herald Angels Sing" 
Charles Wesley & Felix Mendelssohn 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations rise; 

Join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

 
 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris'n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 
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THE CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 
 
 

Pastor: Loving Father, as the voices of the angels echo in the 
evening skies, we rejoice to have heard the Good News of 
our Savior's birth. 

People: May our lives show forth our joy in hearing the message 
of the angels. 

 
 

Pastor: Like the shepherds who first heard the news of Jesus' birth, 
we are often fearful of what we cannot understand. 

People: Calm our fears so that we can live boldly for You. 
 
 

Pastor: Like the angel choir, we have sung at the announcement of 
Jesus' birth. 

People: Use us now as Your messengers to proclaim peace to 
all we encounter day by day. 

 
 

Pastor: Like the people of Bethlehem who heard the shepherds' 
message, we marvel at the tidings of such love that You 
should come to dwell among us. 

People: Turn our wonder into joy, that our songs of praise may 
echo continually. 

 
 

Pastor: Like the candles around us, our lives blaze on this Christmas 
Eve with the miracle of Your presence. 

People: Yet these flames will be extinguished, and we wonder if 
our joy will also disappear. 

 
 
 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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Pastor: Confirm in us the hope that comes because You have come. 
People: Assure us that You are still Immanuel, God with us. 

 
 

Pastor: Knowing that You are among us gives us courage and 
commitment to go into our world and be among the hurting, 
the forgotten, the lonely, and the dying. 

People: Let the light of this night, and the message of the 
angels, radiate through us into the lives of people we 
meet daily. 

 
 

Pastor: To You, O Lord, we commend all who are in any need, all 
who struggle, all who still need to know You as Savior and 
King. For all other things of which we have need or desire, 
we commit to You in the words that You have taught us: 

 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 

 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SERMON HYMN    L.S.B. #384, verses 1, 4, & 5 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
Aurelius Prudentius Clemens 
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THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE     Pastor Press 
“God’s Giving Shapes Our Living” 

Text: 1 John 4:7-16 
 

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be 
the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the 
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 
and God abides in him.  

 
 
 
 

THE READING OF THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL   Luke 2:1-20 
 
 

     And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 
     2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 
     3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 
     4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of 
the house and lineage of David:) 
     5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
     6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. 

(CONTINUED) 
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     7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the 
inn. 
     8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 
     9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
     10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
     11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. 
     12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
     13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, 
     14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
     15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
     16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying 
in a manger. 
     17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was 
told them concerning this child. 
     18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 
the shepherds. 
     19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
     20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
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THE HYMN IN REFLECTION OF CHRIST’S BIRTH  L.S.B. #363 
 
 

"Silent Night, Holy Night" 
Joseph Mohr & Franz Gruber 

 
 

Silent night!  Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
 

Silent night!  Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
 

Silent night!  Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
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THE BENEDICTION (Amen Response is sung by All) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

THE RECESSIONAL CAROL     L.S.B. #379  
 

"O, Come, All Ye Faithful" 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God... In the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning: 
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
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THE POSTLUDE     
 
 

+ +   OUR WORSHIP CONTINUES IN OUR DAILY SERVICE   + + 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Toopes  toopes57@gmail.com 

      Phone #870-672-2117 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Mark Press  press@csp.edu 

      Phone #651-788-6940 
 

Director of School Ministry:  Mr. Bill Hiskey bhiskey@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Director of Christian Education:  

Mr. Jonah Kaufmann    jkaufmann@htlc-bg.org 
      Phone #270-843-9595 

Deacon: Mike Bryant    lutheransound@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-5495 
Co-Choir Directors:  Beth Markel   beth@themarkelfamily.com 

Amy Wieting   awieting@ix.netcom.com 
Organists:  Judy Owens    judyowens264@yahoo.com 

   and Beth Markel 
Minister of Int’l Outreach:  Nelson Feliciano impactodegraciabg@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-9432 
HTLS Preschool Director:  Gretchen Bugsch gbugsch@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Secretaries: Dionne Milam (church)  dmilam@htlc-bg.org 

Jennifer Whittamore (school)  school.admin@htlc-bg.org 
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NOTE:  Events are at Bowling Green site unless noted otherwise. 

 
 

Thursday, December 24 
Zion Pentecostal 

Christmas Eve Worship 
10:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 25 
Christmas Day Worship (C) 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Zion Pentecostal 
Christmas Day Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Mara Christmas Day Worship 

at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 

Saturday, December 26 
Bible Study at Smiths Grove 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Worship - C at Smiths Grove 
5:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Sunday, December 27 
Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

TS & BC at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve Service – C 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Zion Pentecostal 
Christmas Eve Worship 

10:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



This Night A Wondrous Revelation 
Caspar F. Nachtenhofer 

 
 

This night a wondrous revelation 
Makes known to me God’s love and grace; 

The Child that merits adoration 
Brings light to our benighted race; 

And though a thousand suns did shine, 
Still brighter were that Light divine. 

 
 

The Sun of Grace for thee is beaming; 
Rejoice, my soul, in Jesus’ birth! 

The light from yonder manger streaming 
Sends forth its rays o’er all the earth. 

It drives the night of sin away 
And turns our darkness into day. 

 
 

This Light, which all Thy gloom can banish, 
The bliss of heaven glorifies; 

When sun and moon and stars shall vanish, 
Its rays shall still illume the skies. 

This Light thro’ all eternity 
Thy heav’n and all to Thee shall be. 

 
 

O Jesus, precious Sun of gladness, 
Fill Thou my soul with light, I pray. 
Dispel the gloomy night of sadness 

And teach Thou me this Christmas Day 
How I a child of Light may be, 

Aglow with Light that comes from Thee. 
 

 
 


