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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Each and every one of you, a chosen and beloved child of God.  
May we follow Jesus into the work of ministry. 

 

http://www.holytrinity-lc.org/


TO OUR VISITORS:  We are delighted that you have joined us today.   

 We pray that the service blesses you and invite you to worship with us 
 again. If you are seeking a church family or would like to know more about 
 Holy Trinity, please contact the Church Office at (270) 843-9595. We are 
 here to serve you.  Please use the attendance insert to provide your 

Email, mailing address and phone number so that we might extend a 
special welcome. 

 
 
 

A NURSERY is available for infants up to children starting Kindergarten.    

 It is staffed from 7:45 to 11:45 a.m. Exit the sanctuary to the rear,  
 and follow the hallway to the left, then turn at the first hallway to the right. 
 Parents are welcome to worship with their children, but please use the 
 nursery as needed. If you have any questions regarding the nursery 
 please contact Laurie Seavey at (270) 991-1172. 
 NOTE:  There is also a “nursing/cry room” just before the hallway to the 

 nursery. 
 
 

 

CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH:  

To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: 

 Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in 
God’s house. All are welcome. 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear 
what’s going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the pastor, 
deacons, readers, acolytes, choir, etc. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical 
behavior by copying you. 

 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but 
please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me.” 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the 
way they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them 
know that they are at home in this house of worship. 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF HOLY TRINITY:  The presence of children is a gift to 
 the church and they are a reminder that our church is growing. Please 
 welcome all children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
 
 
 

WORSHIP BAGS for our young worshipers are located in the Narthex.   

 Please use these as needed during worship. 
 
 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 
 

 
 
 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
January 9, 2022 

 
 
 

May everyone gathered for worship today know that, 
as siblings of Jesus, they too are God’s beloved. 

 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Silence/Turn Off your cell phone as you come 

 into the Sanctuary to worship the Lord. While you are silencing your 
 phone, we encourage you to ‘check in’ on Facebook that you are with us 
 today.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING 

 
 
 

Please stand for 

THE OPENING HYMN       L.S.B. #594  

“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” 
(Verses 1-3) 

 
 
 

THE INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP    
 

Liturgist: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

Liturgist: Let us draw near with true hearts and confess our sins to 
God our Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the 
Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

Liturgist: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Almighty and merciful God, we confess to You all our 
sins of thought, word, and deed and especially of living 
like we are still slaves to sin. In true sorrow we have 
returned to Your promise given in our holy Baptism. 
Looking to the innocent suffering and death of Jesus 
our Savior we pray for Your forgiveness, and looking  
to His glorious resurrection we pray for the new life  
of holiness, living in Your grace and mercy. Amen. 

 



THE ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. As 
a called and ordained servant of the Living Word Jesus 
Christ, I announce the grace of God to all of us. In the name 
and by the command of Christ, and according to the promise 
of His Holy Spirit, you are forgiven all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

INTROIT/PSALM  
     Psalm 2:7-11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 
 
 

 Liturgist: Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 People: my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
 
 Liturgist: I will tell of the decree: 
 People: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you.  
 

 Liturgist: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
 People: and the ends of the earth your possession. 
 

 Liturgist: You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 People: and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

 
 Liturgist: Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 People: be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
 
 Liturgist: Serve the Lord with fear, 
 People: and rejoice with trembling, 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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 Liturgist: for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
 People: Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 
 Liturgist: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 People: and to the Holy Spirit; 

 
 Liturgist: as it was in the beginning, 
 People: is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 Liturgist: Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 People: my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
 
 
 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE       L.S.B. #728  
 

“How Firm a Foundation” 
Joseph Herl 

 
 

1.  How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 
 

2.  “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 
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THE COLLECT 
 
 Liturgist: The Lord be with you.    2 Timothy 4:22 
 People: And also with you. 

 
Liturgist: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 

River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed 
Him with the Holy Spirit.  Make all who are baptized in His 
name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors 
with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 All:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING    Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

 Reader: The Old Testament Reading is from the 43rd chapter  
   of Isaiah. 
 
 
But now thus says the LORD, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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3 For I am the LORD your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my eyes, 
    and honored, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, 
    peoples in exchange for your life. 
5 Fear not, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you. 
6 I will say to the north, Give up, 
    and to the south, Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from afar 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth, 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

THE EPISTLE READING     Romans 6:1-11 
 

Reader: The Epistle Reading is from the 6th chapter of Romans.  
 
 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By 
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 

(CONTINUED) 
 



5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified 
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free 
from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, 
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC      The Handbell Choir 
“On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 

 
 
 
 
Please stand for 

THE HOLY GOSPEL     Luke 3:15-22 
 

Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
 
 
15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 

(CONTINUED) 
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18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19 But 
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother's 
wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them all, that 
he locked up John in prison. 
 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my beloved Son with you I am well pleased.” 
 
 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Jonah Kaufmann 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED     L.S.B. Page 159 
 

 All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven  
  and earth.   
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
  conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
  under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from  
  the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
  of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
  the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE GATHERING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
 
 

THE OFFERTORY      L.S.B. Page 192 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
And uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm 51:10-12 
 

 
 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

 
Please continue to pray for the people listed on the bulletin insert, as well 
as for their families and friends. 

 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 

 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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THE SERMON HYMN       L.S.B. #405  
 

“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” 
(Verses 1-4) 

 
 
 

THE SERMON       Pastor Toopes 
“Why Jesus?” 

Text:  Luke 3:15-22 
 
 
 
 

THE BENEDICTION (Amen response is sung by all.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN       L.S.B. #594  
 

“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” 
(Verses 4 & 5) 

 
 
 

THE CLOSING WORDS 
 
 Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
 People: Amen! Thanks be to God! 
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THE POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from the Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000014332. 

 
 
 
 

+ +   OUR WORSHIP CONTINUES IN OUR DAILY SERVICE   + + 
 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Toopes  toopes57@gmail.com 

      Phone #870-672-2117 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Mark Press  press@csp.edu 

      Phone #651-788-6940 
 

Director of School Ministry:  Mr. Bill Hiskey bhiskey@htlc-bg.org 

       Phone #270-843-1001 
Director of Christian Education:  

Mr. Jonah Kaufmann    jkaufmann@htlc-bg.org 
      Phone #270-843-9595 

Deacon: Mike Bryant    lutheransound@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-5495 
Co-Choir Directors:  Beth Markel   beth@themarkelfamily.com 

Amy Wieting   awieting@ix.netcom.com 
Organists:  Judy Owens    judyowens264@yahoo.com 

   and Beth Markel 
Minister of Int’l Outreach:  Nelson Feliciano impactodegraciabg@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-9432 
HTLS Preschool Director:  Gretchen Bugsch gbugsch@htlc-bg.org 

       Phone #270-843-1001 
Secretaries: Dionne Milam (church)  dmilam@htlc-bg.org 

Jennifer Whittamore (school)  school.admin@htlc-bg.org 
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The Church & School Offices will be CLOSED 

Monday, January 17 for Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day.   
 
If you have a pastoral need on these dates  
please contact Pastor Toopes at  
(870) 672-2117 or toopes57@gmail.com 
 
Please remember to call before coming to the 
office.  With the secretary out with various 
medical appointments and Pastor Toopes 
making visits to members, the office is not staffed on a regular basis.  We are 
sorry for the inconvenience. 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: 
Ignite: (ages 2 – 6th grade) 

 
We meet at 9:15 a.m. in EO-111 each Sunday. 

Come join us in the fun and learning during this time! 
 
 
 

FIRESIDE: 
Junior & Senior High (Grades 7 - 12) – EO-201 

 
 
 

ADULT CLASS: 
Pastors’ Bible Class (S) – Baptism of Jesus 
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OUR CHURCH ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 
BG site: The Church at Study 37 The Church at Worship 126 
SG site: The Church at Study  7 The Church at Worship   14 
 TOTAL    44     140 

 

New Year’s Eve Service: 28 
 
 
 
 

SERVING THIS WEEK 
8:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Greeters:  Al & Laurie Seavey  Tim & Heather Rathert 
Readers:  Bart White   Lillie Gleichauf 
Acolytes:  Lucy Veith   Cole Rubican 
A/V Assistant: Mckenzie Eversoll  Johnie Trent 
Nursery Attendant all morning:  Tina Hansen 

 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 Jan   9 Fiona Vratanina  10 Steven Brooks 

  10 Charles Duarte  11 Kelsey Sinnott 
  13 Deb Myers   13 Chris Unick 
  14 Beth Levan   15 Quinn Otto 
 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 
   Jan   9 Corey & Leigh Tallman 

      9 Jonathan & Lauren Heinze 
    11 David & Susan Justus 
    11 Caleb & Ashley Goad 
    11 Dennis & Sandy Wildmann 
    12 Jacob & Heather Jordan 

 
(14) 

 



Next week's scripture readings are: 
THE OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 62:1-5 
THE EPISTLE:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  John 2:1-11 
 
 
 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
8:00 Service   10:30 Service 

Greeters:  Mark & Laura Crothers Geneva Bentley 
Readers:  Hilary Eversoll  Heather Rathert 
Acolytes:  Ella Payne   Brennan Rathert 
A/V Assistant: Mckenzie Eversoll  Johnie Trent 
Nursery Attendant all morning:  Breanna Moser 

 
 
 
 

PARISH NOTES 
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to our worship service today.   

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Please submit announcements to the Church Office 

by Wednesdays by e-mailing, calling, or dropping a note in the offering 
plate on Sundays. 

 
 
 
 

OUR MEMBERS RECOVERING AT HOME…Jeff Owens, Don Owens  
and Mark Titschinger. 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2022 are in the mailslots in the Narthex.  
Please pick yours up as soon as possible.   

 
 
 
 

LWML NEWS 
1.  For more information about LWML, please contact Claudine Stirn at 

270-793-9991. 
 

2.  LADIES WINTER LUNCHEON - So that we can kick back and relax after  
a busy December season, we are planning a post-holiday winter luncheon 
on Tuesday, January 11 at 11:30 a.m. at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant 
(1960 Mel Browning St/Bowling Green).  
     We will meet in the country store/entry area so we can be seated 
together. All confirmed ladies of the church are invited. Please feel free to 
bring along a friend, relative, or neighbor (or two) with you.  Be sure to 
save the date and plan to attend! 

 

3.  LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTERS - We have been busy tying quilt 
tops again. We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (January 18) at 
1:00 pm. in EO-202.  
     We usually quilt for two hours or less. Please park in the lot closest to 
the church office (where the flag pole is located).  For more information 
about LWR quilting, please contact Jean Nehm at 270-991-8856 or Myrna 
Neff at 270-773-5192. 

 
 
 
 

SMITHS GROVE OUTREACH 
 
     You are invited to attend worship services of Holy Trinity's Smiths Grove site 
every Saturday at 5:00 p.m. at the First Christian Church in Smiths Grove (427 
College St, corner of 5th). Bible class is being held Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 
     Our prayer is that this new worship site will enable the Word to have impact 
on more people in the surrounding community. Your prayers and your support 
are vital to this outreach ministry. 
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LUTHERAN WITNESS MAGAZINE 
 
The Lutheran Witness magazine is now available free on the World Wide Web 
from our LC-MS website.  You can access the magazine in at least three ways: 
 
1.  Simply Google Lutheran Witness 
2.  Go to the synod webpage:  www.lcms.org and click on Lutheran Witness 
3.  Go directly to the magazine at:  www.lcms.org/pages/witness/asp 
 
If you would like to receive your personal copy of the magazine by regular mail 
you may do so.  Just provide a check made out to HTLC with “Lutheran Witness” 
on the memo line in an envelope marked Lutheran Witness and put it in the 

collection plate or mail it to the church office.   
 

The annual cost for this publication is $15.00. 
 
The deadline to contact the office is Sunday, January 23, 2022. 
 
 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL NEWS 
1.  Collection for Miss Tracy, our kitchen manager.  She recently underwent  

a heart procedure that has resulted in some costly hospital bills.  We are 
collecting donations in the School Office to help offset these expenses.  
Any help is greatly appreciated.  You can make checks out to Tracy 
Higgins or to HTLS with "Tracy” on the memo line.  Thank you so much.   

 

2.  VOLUNTEER NEEDED:  the School is in need of a volunteer to help Miss 
Tracy in the kitchen on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from around 
9am-1pm (hours can be flexible).  If you are interested please contact the 
School Office at 270-843-1001. 
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YOUTH WORK 
1.  High School Ablaze meets on Sundays at 11:45 a.m. in the Fireside room.  
  

2.  Fuel With Friends meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in EO-110.   
Come enjoy some time with your friends before Confirmation Class. 

 

3.  JUNIOR CONFIRMATION CLASS – We usually meet on Wednesdays at  

 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room.  Contact Pastor Toopes if you have  
 any questions. 
 
 
 

TORNADO RELIEF FUND 
     Holy Trinity has the opportunity to help out people that we know and the 
community around us.  If you would like to donate please give funds to the HTLC 
Benevolent Fund: 

 Online Giving – chose the option marked “Tornado Relief” 

 Checks – payable to HTLC with “Tornado Relief” on memo line 

 Cash – place in an envelope marked “Tornado Relief” 
     Most of all, please remember to pray for the people of our community and the 
other areas that were in the paths of the tornadoes.  Look for ways you can 
volunteer and encourage others.   

 
 
 

Our Ministry This Week 
             

Sunday  8:00am  Worship 

January 9  9:15am  Ignite! & Bible Classes 
   10:30am  Worship 
   11:45am  HS Ablaze (EO-201) 
 
   11:00am-3:00pm Zion Pentecostal service (FH/EO-110) 
   12:30pm  Mara (Burmese) service (S) 
             

Monday  2:00pm  HTLS (EO-203) 
January 10  6:00pm  School Board Meeting (EO-123) 
             

(CONTINUED) 



Tuesday  9:30am  Life Light (EO-110/CR) 
January 11  11:30am  Ladies Winter Luncheon  
   2:00pm  HTLS (EO-203) 
             

Wednesday  8:30am  Chapel (S) 
January 12  2:00pm  HTLS (EO-110) 
  6:00pm  Fuel & Friends (EO-110) 
  6:30pm  Confirmation (CR) 
  6:30pm  Handbells (S) 
             

Thursday  1:00pm  Finance Meeting (CR) 
January 13   
             

Friday    
January 14  5pm-8pm  Zion Pentecostal (FH) 

             

Saturday  10am-1pm  Zion Pentecostal service (FH/EO 110) 
January 15   

4:00pm  Smiths Grove Bible Study 
5:00pm  Smiths Grove Service 

             

Sunday  8:00am  Worship - C 

January 16  9:15am  Ignite! & Bible Classes 
10:30am  Worship – C 

11:45am  HS Ablaze (EO-201) 
 
   11:00am-3:00pm Zion Pentecostal service (FH/EO-110) 
   12:30pm  Mara service (S) 

             


