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Merry Christmas! 
The Word of God became flesh and lives among us.  

We, in turn, gather to worship him. 
 

http://www.holytrinity-lc.org/


TO OUR VISITORS:  We are delighted that you have joined us today.   
 We pray that the service blesses you and invite you to worship with us 
 again. If you are seeking a church family or would like to know more about 
 Holy Trinity, please contact the Church Office at (270) 843-9595. We are 
 here to serve you.  Please use the attendance insert to provide your 

Email, mailing address and phone number so that we might extend a 
special welcome. 

 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION GUESTS 
 

AS YOU COME TO THE LORD’S SUPPER you are affirming with each 
communicant that Jesus is your Savior and Lord, that with Lutheran Christians 
you believe His Body and Blood are present, and you desire to serve Him as a 
dynamic disciple in the fellowship of the Church.   
 

Please review the following questions while preparing for the Lord’s Supper. 
1) Do I believe that I am a sinful human being without hope of eternal life 

except for God’s mercy in Christ? 
2) Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior? 
3) Do I believe that in this Sacrament I will receive Christ’s true Body and 

true Blood in and with the bread and wine? 
4) Do I hope by the power of the Holy Spirit to live a Godly life? 

 

Please speak to the pastor if you have any special communion needs. 
 
 
 

A NURSERY is available for infants up to children starting Kindergarten.    
 Exit the sanctuary to the rear, and follow the hallway to the left, then turn 
 at the first hall way to the right. Parents are welcome to worship with their 
 children, but please use the nursery as needed. If you have any questions 
 regarding the nursery please contact Laurie Seavey at (270) 991-1172. 
 NOTE:  There is also a “nursing/cry room” just before the hallway to the 
 nursery. 
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CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: 

 Relax!  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in 
God’s house.  All are welcome 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear 
what’s going on at the altar.  They tire of seeing the backs of others’ 
heads. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the pastor, 
deacons, readers, acolytes, choir, etc. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses.  Children learn liturgical 
behavior by copying you. 

 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but 
please come back.  As Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me.” 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the 
way they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another.  Let them 
know that they are at home in this house of worship. 

 
 
 
 
TO THE MEMBERS OF HOLY TRINITY:  The presence of children is a gift to 
 the church and they are a reminder that our church is growing. Please 
 welcome all children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP BAGS for our young worshipers are located in the Narthex.   
 Please use these as needed during worship. 
 
 
 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
DECEMBER 25, 2021 

 
 
 

If you need a Savior from sin, a Friend who loves at all times 
and a Redeemer who restores and renews, 

it’s time to open your eyes and this day join the faithful in saying, 
“We have seen his glory!” 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Silence/Turn Off your cell phone as you come 
 into the Sanctuary to worship the Lord. While you are  silencing your 
 phone, we encourage you to ‘check in’ on Facebook that you are with us 
 today.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

THE PRELUDE       Judy Owens 
“Angels From The Realms Of Glory” 
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THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN      L.S.B. #379 
 

"O, Come, All Ye Faithful" 
John F. Wade 

 

1.  O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
Come and behold Him, 

Born the king of angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 
 

2.  Highest, most holy, 
Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
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THE CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION 
(From 2 Corinthians 13:14 and John 1:1–18)  

 
 

Liturgist: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the 
Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 
 
Liturgist: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
People: He was with God in the beginning. 
 
Liturgist: Through him all things were made. 
People: Without him nothing was made that has been made. 
 
Liturgist: In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has 

not overcome it. 
 
Liturgist: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
 
Liturgist: Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People: From his fullness we have all received grace upon 

grace. 
 
Liturgist: The Law was given through Moses. 
All:  Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
 

Liturgist: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Liturgist: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE       L.S.B. #379 
 

"O, Come, All Ye Faithful" 
John F. Wade 

 

3.  Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 

In the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 
 

4.  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 
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Please be seated 

PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 

Pastor: Holy Jesus, by being born one of us, and lying humbly in a 
manger, you show how much God loves the world. 

People: Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 
until we reach our home in heaven, and see you on your 
throne of glory. 

 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel 

in wonder at heaven touching earth; accept our heartfelt 
praise as we worship you, our Savior and our eternal God. 

People: You were born as a baby in Bethlehem, yet You always 
existed, and You came here with a definite plan to save 
us from an eternity of separation from You.  

 
Pastor: Be with all who are lonely, and with all who feel distant from 

celebrations. Be for us a living hope that lightens their 
hearts. 

People: Thank You for loving us enough to shed Your glory 
temporarily and to become a man permanently, so You 
could pay for our sin and save us to the uttermost!  

 
Pastor: Lord, we have nothing of our own to bring; we bring you 

what you have given: our lives for your life. 
People: Jesus, Saviour, son of Mary, you know us and love us, 

you share our lives and hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We pray all this in Your blessed name, Lord Jesus. 
People: Amen! Come quickly again to our world, Lord Jesus. 

Amen. 
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THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS ARE ABOUT 
SEEING GOD’S GLORY 

 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING    Isaiah 40:1-5 
 

 Reader: The Old Testament Reading is from the 40th chapter  
   of Isaiah. 
 
 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
    that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand 
    double for all her sins. 
 
3 A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
    and all flesh shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
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THE EPISTLE READING    2 Corinthians 4:13-18 
 

 Reader: The Epistle Reading is from the 4th chapter  
   of 2 Corinthians. 
 
 
13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I 
believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that 
he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you 
into his presence. 15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more 
and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 
16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self 
is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for 
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL   L.S.B. #367, verse 1 
 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
James Montgomery & Henry T. Smart 

 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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(The Holy Gospel is read in the midst of the congregation 
to celebrate the gift of Immanuel, “God with us” in Christ Jesus.) 

 
 
 

Please stand for 

THE HOLY GOSPEL     John 1:1-18 
 

Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But 
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore 
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the 
only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 



THE GOSPEL RECESSIONAL   L.S.B. #367, verse 4 
 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
James Montgomery & Henry T. Smart 

 

Saints before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear. 
Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

 
 
 

A CONFESSION OF WHAT WE BELIEVE – A Christmas Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, who sent his Son as my Savior on Christmas. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, 
and adored by the wise men; who lived to suffer, die, and 
rise again to free me from sin, death, and the power of the 
devil. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in 
the Christ of Christmas and by whose work in my heart I 
am led to lay before the feet of Christ the treasures of my 
love and to live under him as my King both now and 
forevermore. Amen. 
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THE GATHERING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
 
 

THE OFFERTORY       Judy Owens 

"Noel, For Flutes" 
 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
L.S.B. Page 160 

 
 

THE PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.   2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.     Colossians 3:1 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Psalm 136 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
 
 

THE SANCTUS  
(Sung to the tune of L.S.B. #380: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”) 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord! 
God of hosts, by all adored! 

Heav’n and earth cannot contain 
All the glory of your name! 

Hail, Hosanna, God most high! 
Blest is he who now draws nigh 

In the name of God the King! 
Hallelujahs glad we sing 

Hail Hosanna! Praises due 
Be forever, Lord to You! 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19 & 20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

 
 Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
   took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
   gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My body, 
   which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   
 
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
   when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
   “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
   blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
   do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 People: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE AGNUS DEI 
 (Sung to the tune of L.S.B. #358:  “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”) 
 

O Lamb of God, you take away 
The sin of all; now hear us pray, 

And grant us from our sin release, 
Have mercy on us! Grant us peace. 

 
 
 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  
 (Sung to the tune of L.S.B. #358:  “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”) 
 

Oh, thank the Lord, whose goodness sure 
And steadfast love fore’er endure! 

Our eyes have seen, our ears have heard, 
And we have tasted of his word. 

 
 
 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT   L.S.B. Page 166 
 
 Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
   have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
   You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
   same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
   another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
   and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
   forever. 
 People: Amen. 
 

 
 
 

THE SERMON HYMN      L.S.B. #383 
 

"A Great and Mighty Wonder" 
 

1.  A great and mighty wonder, 
A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant 
With virgin honor pure! 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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Refrain 
Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 
"To God on high be glory, 

And peace to all the earth!" 
 
 

2.  The Word becomes incarnate 
And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. 

 

Refrain 
 
 

4.  Since all He comes to ransom 
By all be He adored, 

The infant born in Bethl'em, 
The Savior and the Lord. 

 

Refrain 
 
 

5.  All idol forms shall perish, 
And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, 
Decreeing endless peace. 

 

Refrain 
 
 
 

THE SERMON      Pastor Toopes 
The Word Became Flesh: John 1:1–18 

“Full of Grace And Truth” 
Text: John 1:18 

 
 



THE BENEDICTION (Based on John 20:31) 

 
Pastor: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of 

Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the 
shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of 
the Christ Child. And may the Almighty God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit bless you now and forevermore! 

All:  Let us worship the newborn King! 
 
 
 
 

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN      L.S.B. #387 
 

"Joy to the World” 
Isaac Watts & George F. Handel 

 

1.  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
 

2.  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, 
Rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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4.  He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 
 
 

THE SILENT PRAYER 
 

Heavenly Father, today I don’t want to glance or glimpse, 
preview or peek. I want to see Jesus in all his loving glory. Amen! 

 
 
 
 

THE POSTLUDE       Judy Owens 
“Angels We Have Heard On High” 

 
 
 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from the Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000014332. 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP CHRIST - THE NEWBORN KING!!! 
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STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Toopes  toopes57@gmail.com 

      Phone #870-672-2117 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Mark Press  press@csp.edu 

      Phone #651-788-6940 
 

Director of School Ministry:  Mr. Bill Hiskey bhiskey@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Director of Christian Education:  

Mr. Jonah Kaufmann    jkaufmann@htlc-bg.org 
      Phone #270-843-9595 

Deacon: Mike Bryant    lutheransound@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-5495 
Co-Choir Directors:  Beth Markel   beth@themarkelfamily.com 

Amy Wieting   awieting@ix.netcom.com 
Organists:  Judy Owens    judyowens264@yahoo.com 

   and Beth Markel 
Minister of Int’l Outreach:  Nelson Feliciano impactodegraciabg@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-9432 
HTLS Preschool Director:  Gretchen Bugsch gbugsch@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Secretaries: Dionne Milam (church)  dmilam@htlc-bg.org 

Jennifer Whittamore (school)  school.admin@htlc-bg.org 

 
 

 
 
 

The Church & School Offices will be 
CLOSED on Friday, December 31, 2021.  
 
If you have a pastoral need on these dates please contact Pastor Toopes at 
(870) 672-2117 or toopes57@gmail.com 
 
Please remember to call before coming to the office.  With the secretary out with 
various medical appointments and Pastor Toopes making visits to members, the 
office is not staffed on a regular basis.  We are sorry for the inconvenience. 
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Join us for the last services of 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve Service - C 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Zion New Year’s Eve Worship (FH) 
10:30pm-1:00am 

 

 
 

NOTE:  Events are at Bowling Green site unless noted otherwise. 
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From “The Stable of Bethlehem” 
Rosanna Leprohon 

 
’Twas not a palace proud and fair 

he chose for his first home; 
No dazzling pile of grandeur rare, 

with pillar’d hall and dome; 
Oh no! a stable, rude and poor, 

received him at his birth; 
And thus was born, unknown, obscure, 

the Lord of heaven and earth.… 
 
 

Come to your Savior’s lowly bed, 
ye vain and proud of heart! 

And learn with bowed and humbled head 
the lesson ’twill impart; 

’Twill teach you not to prize too high 
the riches vain of earth — 

But to lay up in God’s bright sky 
treasures of truer worth. … 

 
 


