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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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The Sermons are archived on our website. 

Check it out if you want to revisit the message. 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Transformation Station & Bible Classes:  9:15 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our last worship service of 2020 
as we follow the Lord of all eternity 

into a new year of life, faith, and ministry! 
 
 
 
 

 

TO OUR VISITORS:  We are delighted that you have joined us tonight.   

 We pray that the service blesses you and invite you to worship with us 
 again. If you are seeking a church family or would like to know more 
 about Holy Trinity, please contact the Church Office at (270) 843-9595.  
 We are here to serve you. Please be sure to provide us with your address 
 and phone number so that we might extend a special welcome. 
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HOLY COMMUNION GUESTS 
 
AS YOU COME TO THE LORD’S SUPPER you are affirming with each 
communicant that Jesus is your Savior and Lord, that with Lutheran Christians 
you believe His Body and Blood are present, and you desire to serve Him as a 
dynamic disciple in the fellowship of the Church.   
 
Please review the following questions while preparing for the Lord’s Supper. 

1) Do I believe that I am a sinful human being without hope of eternal life 
except for God’s mercy in Christ? 

2) Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my personal Savior? 
3) Do I believe that in this Sacrament I will receive Christ’s true Body and 

true Blood in and with the bread and wine? 
4) Do I hope by the power of the Holy Spirit to live a Godly life? 

 
Please speak to the pastor if you have any special communion needs. 
 
 
 
 
CELEBRATING CHILDREN AT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH:  
To the parents of our young children, may we suggest: 

 Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 
house. All are welcome 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for your little ones to see and hear what’s 
going on at the altar. They tire of seeing the backs of others’ heads. 

 Quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of the pastor, deacons, 
readers, acolytes, choir, etc. 

 Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior 
by copying you. 

 If you have to leave the service with your child, feel free to do so, but please 
come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me.” 

 Remember that the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way 
they respond to the Church, to God, and to one another. Let them know that they 
are at home in this house of worship. 
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A NURSERY is available for infants up to children starting Kindergarten. Exit the 

 sanctuary to the rear, and follow the hallway to the left, then turn at the first 
 hallway to the right. Parents are welcome to worship with their children, but 
 please use the nursery as needed. If you have any questions regarding the 
 nursery please contact Laurie Seavey at (270) 991-1172. 
 
 
 
 
TO THE MEMBERS OF HOLY TRINITY:  The presence of children is a gift to the 

 church and they are a reminder that our church is growing. Please welcome all 
 children and give a smile of encouragement to their parents. 

 
 
 

 

WORSHIP BAGS for our young worshipers are located in the Narthex.   

 Please use these as needed during worship. 
 
 
 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the Ushers. 
 
 
 
 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 
DECEMBER 31, 2020 

 
 
 

One year ends, the next begins, and life marches on. 
Thank you, Father, for walking by our side always. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER:  Silence/Turn Off your cell phone 
 as you come into the Sanctuary to worship the Lord. While you are 
 silencing your phone, we also encourage you to ‘check in’ on Facebook 
 that you are with us today.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
 
 

A WORD OF WELCOME 
 
 
 

We stand for 

THE OPENING HYMN       L.S.B. #712 

“Seek Ye First” 
Karen Lafferty 

 

1.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
And His righteousness. 

And all these things shall be added unto you! 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 
 

2.  Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
Seek and ye shall find, 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 
 

3.  Man does not live by bread alone, 
But by ev’ry word 

That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, 
Allelu, alleluia! 
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WE WORSHIP IN THE NAME OF OUR TRIUNE GOD 
 

 Liturgist: O Giver of New Life, at our baptisms You planted us in the 
   fertile soil of Your Word. But sin and evil still trample us and 
   entangle us. 
 People: Renew our lives, and provide us with nourishment, 
   sustenance, and care in the new year. 
 
 

Liturgist: O Giver of New Life, even now You continue to plant the 
Word of Christ in our hearts. But we have failed to bear 
abundant fruit. 

People: Renew our lives so that the blessings of the fruit of the 
Spirit may spill out into more and more areas of our 
lives in the new year. 

 
 

Liturgist: O Giver of New Life, You keep us connected to the true Vine 
of the Word made flesh. But our lives have become brittle 
and bruised branches that seek to break away from their 
solid support in You. 

People: Renew our lives, tenderly healing our hurts. And 
strengthen our attachment to You in the new year. 

 
 

Liturgist: O Giver of New Life, the roots of Your love burrow deep 
inroads into our souls. But our lives of love are often 
uprooted still by hatred, greed, and anger. 

People: Renew our lives, and keep us grounded in love and 
established in faith in the new year. May we rest in the 
knowledge that Your love and Your imperishable Word 
are always the same year after year. 

 
 

Liturgist: All our endings and new beginnings are made in the name 
of our Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 
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WE CONFESS OUR SINS LOOKING TO GOD’S GRACE 
 

Liturgist: Let us examine ourselves, humbly confessing our sins 
before God and seeking His forgiveness: If we have wasted 
our time this past year on things of little value, failing to do 
those things that were really important,  

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
 

Liturgist: If we have failed to use our talents in Your service, thereby 
hindering the growth of Your kingdom, 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
 

Liturgist: If we have been selfish with our material gain, forgetting to 
share it with those in need, 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
 

Liturgist: If we have yielded to those numerous temptations, failing to 
be steadfast in our faith, 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
 

Liturgist: If we have kept hatred within our hearts, stressing 
grievances rather than seeking reconciliation, 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
 

Liturgist: If we have been hasty in our condemnation of others, 
lacking in our desire to bring about their redemption, 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
 

Liturgist: If we have kept busy with an endless run of activities, 
forgetting to take time to pray, 

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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Liturgist: If we have followed the desires of our own hearts, failing to 
do that which was Your will, 

People: Forgive us, Lord. And have mercy upon us, according to 
Your loving kindness. According to the multitude of 
Your tender mercies, blot out our transgressions, wash 
us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from 
our sin. Create in us clean hearts, Lord, and renew a 
right spirit within us. Amen. 

 
 
 

THE ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: The Lord says, “I, even I, am he who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake, and will not remember your 
sins. I have redeemed you, I have called you by your name, 
you are mine. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool”. Go and sin no more! 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 

WE LIFT UP IN PRAYER THE COMMENDATION OF THE YEAR PAST 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. We commend to the gracious love of our Triune 
God, the year 2020, now ending. We remember with 
thanksgiving our times of worship in this house: Sundays, 
Advent and Lenten services, festivals; Baptisms, 
Confirmations, induction of new staff, weddings, 
anniversaries, and funerals. Blessings and peace be to you 
from God our Father, Who in times past has spoken to us 
through the prophets, and Who, in the fullness of time, has 
spoken to us in His Son. The Lord be with you! 

People: The Lord be with you also! 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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Pastor: Father, on this Eve of the new year 2021, we remember 
Your Son who came into our world and brought new light 
and hope. May we leave this year recalling Your love for us 
and enter the new year mindful of our calling to be the light 
of Jesus to the world. Bring peace to our world in the new 
year, bring clarity to our mission as Your church, and nurture 
us with Your life-giving presence to bear fruit for Your 
kingdom. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, whom 
You have made our brother and our Lord, now and forever.   

 People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GOD REVEALS HIS NEW THINGS THROUGH HIS SON 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN      L.S.B. #725 
 

“Children of the Heavenly Father” 
Carolina Sandell Berg 

 

1.  Children of the heavenly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e'er was given. 

 
 

2.  God His own doth tend and nourish, 
In His holy courts they flourish; 

From all evil things He spares them, 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
 

(CONTINUED) 
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3.  Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
 

4.  Though He giveth or He taketh, 
God His children ne'er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

 
 
 
 

FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING    Isaiah 30:8-17 
 

Reader: The Old Testament Reading is from the 30th chapter of 
Isaiah. 

 
 
8 And now, go, write it before them on a tablet 
    and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come 
    as a witness forever. 
9 For they are a rebellious people, 
    lying children, 
children unwilling to hear 
    the instruction of the LORD; 
10 who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 
    and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 
speak to us smooth things, 
    prophesy illusions, 

(CONTINUED) 
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11 leave the way, turn aside from the path, 
    let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
12 Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 
“Because you despise this word 
    and trust in oppression and perverseness 
    and rely on them, 
13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
    like a breach in a high wall, bulging out and about to collapse, 
    whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
14 and its breaking is like that of a potter's vessel 
    that is smashed so ruthlessly 
that among its fragments not a shard is found 
    with which to take fire from the hearth, 
    or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 
15 For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
    in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
 
But you were unwilling, 16 and you said, 
“No! We will flee upon horses”; 
    therefore you shall flee away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 
    therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17 A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 
    at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 
    like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 
    like a signal on a hill. 
 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
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THE EPISTLE READING     Romans 8:31b-39 
 

 Reader: The Epistle Reading is from the 8th chapter of Romans. 
 
 

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
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Please stand for 

THE GOSPEL READING     Luke 12:35-40 
 

 Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 
 
 

[Jesus said] 
35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be 

like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, 
so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 
37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. 
Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at 
table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in 
the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 
 

 Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED     L.S.B. Page 159 
 

 All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and 
  Earth.   
 

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
  conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
  under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
  descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
  dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
  God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
  the living and the dead. 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
  communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
  of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 

 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
L.S.B. Page 160 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.   2 Timothy 4:22 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.     Colossians 3:1 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Psalm 136 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
  and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
  Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
  who overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 
  resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
  Therefore with angels and archangels and will all the 
  company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
  name. 

 
 
 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19 & 20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

 

 Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
   took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
   gave it to the disciples and said:  “Take, eat; this is My body, 
   which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”   
 

   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
   when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
   “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
   blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
   do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
 
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD      John 20:19 
 
 Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 People: Amen.  
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New Creations in Christ, 
you may be seated as you prepare for the Gift of Jesus. 

 
 
 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT   L.S.B. Page 166 
 
 Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
   have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
   You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
   same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
   another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
   and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
   forever. 
 People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

THE SERMON HYMN       L.S.B. #733 
 

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
Isaac Watts & William Croft 

 

1.  O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home: 

 
(CONTINUED) 
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2.  Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

And our defense is sure. 
 
 

3.  Before the hills in order stood 
Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

 
 
 
 

THE SERMON       Pastor Toopes 
“New Year’s Fashions” 

Text: Luke 12:35-40 
 
 
 
 

WE OFFER UP A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

Pastor: Gracious God of endings and beginnings, we commit to 
Your grace and forgiveness the year now ending and 
commend to Your kindness and love the year now at hand. 
Throughout the coming weeks and months make the 
presence of Your Holy Spirit known in our lives, drawing us 
ever closer to Jesus, our Lord and Redeemer, in whose 
wondrous love we make all our beginnings.   

People: Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION (Amen response is sung by all.) 
 
 Liturgist: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you 
always. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CLOSING HYMN      L.S.B. #878 

“Abide with Me” 
Henry F. Lyte & William H. Monk 

 

1.  Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
 

2.  I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 
What by Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 
 

5.  I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 
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THE CLOSING WORDS 
 

 Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
 People: Amen! Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

 

THE POSTLUDE     
 
 

+ +   OUR WORSHIP CONTINUES IN OUR DAILY SERVICE   + + 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Toopes  toopes57@gmail.com 

      Phone #870-672-2117 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Mark Press  press@csp.edu 

      Phone #651-788-6940 
 

Director of School Ministry:  Mr. Bill Hiskey bhiskey@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Director of Christian Education:  

Mr. Jonah Kaufmann    jkaufmann@htlc-bg.org 
      Phone #270-843-9595 

Deacon: Mike Bryant    lutheransound@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-5495 
Co-Choir Directors:  Beth Markel   beth@themarkelfamily.com 

Amy Wieting   awieting@ix.netcom.com 
Organists:  Judy Owens    judyowens264@yahoo.com 

   and Beth Markel 
Minister of Int’l Outreach:  Nelson Feliciano impactodegraciabg@gmail.com 
       Phone #270-791-9432 
HTLS Preschool Director:  Gretchen Bugsch gbugsch@htlc-bg.org 
       Phone #270-843-1001 
Secretaries: Dionne Milam (church)  dmilam@htlc-bg.org 

Jennifer Whittamore (school)  school.admin@htlc-bg.org 
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PARISH NOTES 
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to our worship service 

tonight.   
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Please submit announcements to the Church Office 
by Wednesdays by e-mailing, calling, or dropping a note in the offering 
plate on Sundays. 

 
 
 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2021 are in the mailslots in the Narthex.  

Please pick yours up as soon as possible.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church & School Offices will be CLOSED 
TOMORROW, January 1, 2021 and on 
Monday, January 18 for Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day.   
 
If you have a pastoral need on these dates  
please contact Pastor Toopes at  
(870) 672-2117 or toopes57@gmail.com 
 
All prayer concerns/praise reports on these 
dates need to be sent to Marty King 
at marty.king6@gmail.com 
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